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RIGHT AT
HOME

Schuckman finds joy in
working with nonproﬁts

BY JOSH HEEK

When Perry Schuckman finds something
he fikes, he’s probably going o sticlowith it.

Consider the liver and onions entree at
Old Town's Uptown Bistro, the peanut butter )
and chocolate chunk gelato at Cafe *
Moderne, the No.1 value meal at Taco Bell
or the Neo. 4 at McDonald's.

Schuckrnan is a creature of habit,

But sticking with a favorite doesn't just
apply to items on a feod memu, The 49year-
old is devoted to his work with nonprofit or-
ganizations.

“1find joy in werking and helping people, I
really do,”" Schuickman says.

For the past three years he has served as
the executive director of Wichita's Nonprofit
Chamber of Service, an organization
desigred to provide a collective voice for
nonprofits, Schucloman, who was born in
Kansas and grew up in Hitchinson, also
worked in the nonprofit sector in California
for 17 years before coming back to Kansas.
‘There, ke opened a homeless shelter, which
Iater merged with a food program, that start-
ed with a srall staff and a few volunteers, By
the time Schuckman left his post as the exec-
utive director of the Samaritan House in
2002, the organization had grown to include
several other entities, a staff of more than 85
people and accounted for more than 1,500
volunteers a month.

“It was a great opportunity to learn about
building community attachment,”
Schuckinan says,

But now that he is back home, Schuckman
. saysheis happy where he is. He was horn in
Ranson, but grew up in Hutchinson where
he graduated high schoel and was eventually
student bedy president at Hutchinson Corm-
munity College.

Schuclman earned a master's degree in
public administration from Wichita State Uni-
versity after gefting his bachelor’s at San Jose
State University,

“T car: honestly say that there’s not a place
Twould rather be than where Fm at right
now,” Schuckman says,

Since starting as presilent of the nonprof:
it chamber in May 2005, Schckman has
spent much of his ime finding ways to
enhance “organizational capacity.” The non-
profit chamber includes more than 180
member agencies. Through the end of Aprif,
the nonprofit chamber had a 100 percent
mermbership renewal rate,

“That’s just an incredible figure,” Schuck-
[man says.

ILE: Perry Schuckman

Schuckaman doesn't spend much time in
the office. He says he can better accomplish
what he is brying to do by meefing with peo-
ple face-to-face. And when nonprofit groups
work together, he says, it is for the
betterment of the community.

“This came in just perfectfor me” Schuck-
man says. “T can’t think of any time that I have
not enjoyed my freedony in the nonprofit sec-
tov”

‘Those who know him tout what his
involvernent has meant to the nonprofit sec-
tor.

Ed Flenfje, Wichita's interim city manager,
says the nonprofit chamber is where itis
today largely because of Schuckmair's
efforts. .

“T think he js ideal for the po-
sition with the nonprofit cham-
ber” Flentie says. “He’s been
instrumental in getting this
group-off the ground.”

Pat-Jones, executive director
of Wichifa's Dress for Success,
also says Schuclkman kas been
the cornerstone for the
nonprofit chamber, Jones hasheen a
memEer of the nonprofit chamber’s board of
directors for the past three years.

“I think Perry is a great representative of
the nonprefit commanity,” she says. “For the
first time, area nonprofits are working
tegether to share best practices and work to-
gether to provide the best possible services
{for our community.”

Flentje

A DIFFERENT PERSPEETIVE

For Schuclonan, helping others doesn't
stop with the nonprofit sector. He talles
candidly about being a child of a parent
with Alzheimer’s Disease.

The main reason he moved back

from a different perspective, v

to Kansas from California was to help take
care of his mother.

There’s an ebvicus down side to having a-
parent with Alzheimer’s, but tries to be posi-
tive about the situation.

- It's an opportunity, he says, fo learn things
about his mother from her younger years
that he might not have learned otherwise.
Events like her high school senior prom,
‘which Schuckman says his mother tatks
about like it happened just yesterday:

Schuckman is working on puiting together
abook about his experiences as a child of a
parent with Alzhelmer’s, The book will also
featisre several perspectives from others who
have parents with the disease.

Schuckman says the reason for writing the
boolk is two-fold,

He says he is discouraged by the number
of people in the care home where his
mother now lives that, for whatever rea-
son, have 1o one fo visit them. S
Schuckman wants to encourage  * o
peaple to ook at their situation R

The Perry Scheckman file X

Titfe: Execulive Directer, Nonprofit Chamber of
Service.

Age: 49.

Famity: Grows daughter, 4-year-cld adopted grandsos,
Experience: Execative Director of Samasitan House,
1985-2662; Executive Director, Nonprofit Chamber of
Service, 2005-present. Frem 2002 until May 2605,
Schuckenan spent fime werking as a consultant, travel-
ing and doirg some work refated 1o Alzheimes’s
Disease.

Eefycalion: Associate’s degres, Hutchinson Commanity
Lollege: Bachelor’s, San Jose State Upiversity;
Master's, Wichita State University.

Hobbies: Piano, basketball, studying history.

‘The other reason for writing the bool, he
says, is {o raise meney for the Alzheimer’s
Association i hopes of evenmally finding a
cure for the disease.

He admits the task of putting the Book to-
gether is daunting.

“My endeavor to write a book is totally
scary;” he says.

Despite some apprehension about the
process, Schuckman says, the book coulti be
ready by mid 2009,

Whether Schuckman is helping uthers or
spending time with his mom, he says his life
is pretly simple.

He also enjoys playing the piano and prac-
tices frequiently while visiting the care home.
Playing baslcethall, snow skiing and shidying
history are among Schuckman's other
pastimes.
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your buttens
are safe with us

Not only do we tuke care of your buttons,
we spetiatize in high quality servie,
even crensing the sleeves of your shirts.

We also de-tag every item for you and leave
you free from twisty fies around your hongers.
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